Background: There is little evidence on the prevalence of secondhand smoke (SHS) exposure among cancer patients. We aimed to investigate its prevalence, and to identify gender differences in factors associated with SHS exposure among cancer patients. Methods: Participants were 304 patients who have been treated via either inpatient or outpatient clinics in the National Cancer Center. SHS exposure was defined as an individual's experience of SHS exposure during the past month. Gender-stratified analysis was performed by using a logistic regression analysis with potential covariates. Results: SHS exposure was prevalent in 69.5% of the total participants, specifically in 57.1% of men and 62.7% of women; however, it did not differ significantly by gender. The prevalence of SHS exposure at home was significantly greater in women (20.7%) than in men (4.4%) (P＝0.048). Among men, age ≤50 years (Adjusted odds ratio [OR]＝3.11; confidence interval [CI]＝1.05-9.24), employed status (Adjusted OR＝3.15; CI＝1.38-7.19), and having family smokers (Adjusted OR＝0.32; CI＝0.12-0.82) were significantly associated with SHS exposure. Among women, employment status (Adjusted OR＝2.67; CI＝1.40-5.10), good self-rated health (Adjusted OR＝2.35; CI＝1.20-4.61), and having family smokers (Adjusted OR＝2.03; CI＝1.05-3.91) were significantly associated with SHS exposure. Conclusions: Cancer patients were exposed to SHS by 69.5% during the past month. Among cancer patients, factors associated with SHS exposure differed by gender. Therefore, gender-specific strategies for preventing SHS exposure are needed for cancer patients. Korean J Health Promot 2015;15(4):225-234 서 론 우리나라의 암 발생률은 2011년 한 해 동안 인구 10만 명 당 435.1명이고, 2012년 암으로 인한 사망률은 146.5명 으로 사망원인 1위였다. 1) 다양한 암 유발요인 중 간접흡 연의 영향은 잘 알려져 있다. 1992년 미국 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)는 간접흡연을 직접흡연과는 별도로 그룹 A 발암원으로 규정하였다. 2) 간접흡연의 80-85% 를 차지하는 부류연(sidestream smoke; 타고 있는 담배의 끝 에서 직접 나오는 담배연기)은 주류연(mainstream smoke; 흡연자가 들여 마셨다가 다시 내뱉는 담배연기)에 비해 저온에서 타기 때문에 불완전 연소되어 발암물질이 고농 도로 농축되어 있고, 휘발되면서 주류연 입자의 10분의 1 크기로 작아져 공기 중에 오래 떠있을 수 있으며 폐에 깊
이 전달될 수 있다. 3 
